THIRD   REPUBLIC  AND  THE   CHURCH
to other forms of religion, and especially to irreligion. Learning
nothing and forgetting nothing, her leaders perpetually re-
mained a century behind their time, and when a Leo XIIL
adopted a more enlightened and reasonable attitude he was
promptly ignored by his " faithful" flock. The days of the Second
Empire showed clearly enough what the Church understood
by freedom, and the work of " Republican defence " could
not ignore the clerical danger. But the test of statesmanship
is surely twofold: to separate real from imaginary perils in
domestic no less than in foreign affairs, and to have a consistent
belief in its own principles. The anti-clericalism of Gambetta,
of the early champions of Dreyfus, passed the test: that of
Combism did not. There is little doubt that Combes, Jaures,
and other leaders of the " Bloc," underestimated the strength
of their position,1 and overestimated the power of clericalism.
By 1902 the battle was really over: events had proved that the
hold of the Church on those she had been educating in the
eighties and nineties, and who became of voting age in that
year, was very slight. Intellectual standpoints that could be de-
fended in the nineteenth century were no longer tenable in the
twentieth, and the most cursory of examinations revealed that
Catholicism was no longer an important factor in public opinion.
The moral separation of France and the Catholic Church was
an accomplished fact before the Disestablishment law.2
But this the new anti-clericalism failed to grasp. It did not
understand that what might be a serious threat in 1890 was
but the outburst of helpless rage in 1905 3—a fact that was
more than proved by the collapse of a serious resistance to the
1	We believe this is truer than to ascribe their policy to mere blind revenge.
2	See on this point George's Trance in the Twentieth Century, Bodley's article
in the Encyclopaedia Britannica, Dell's My Second Country, France, and many
Catholic books deploring the fact. In 1906 scarcely more than one Frenchman
in ten could be said to be a Church member.
3	As, for instance, Father Combe, S.J., cracking up the glorious days when
" the lion-hearted French people crushed the Albigenses and expelled the
Protestants," calling on this lion of France to " roar once more and to warn the
world it is weary of sleep and is returning into the plain to destroy iniquity
and order all impious sects to disappear from the land of France " (Debidour,
p. 281), or that other who praised "the admirable war of religion which
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